N
N
\\

X ),".; | \ . . . '
1 8 Jehovah Missionary Baptist Church

BIBLE STUDY

Wednesdays @ 7pm

(11 Tube




Week of March 30-April 5, 2026

2026 THEME: KINGDOM CITIZENS GROWING IN GRACE, ROOTED AND
GROUNDED IN CHRIST

(Colossians 2:6-7)
APRIL EMPHASIS: KINGDOM CITIZENS RECOGNIZING THE BENEFITS OF

BEING GROUNDED

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens recognize that being spiritually rooted in God’s Word yields
multiple benefits, including strengthening one’s faith, fostering spiritual growth, and enhancing
resilience in the face of adversity. These benefits aid in understanding our identity in Christ.

KEY WORDS/PHRASES: Responsible, Motive, Resurrection, Right Direction
LESSON FOURTEEN: “FATHER, FORGIVE THEM”- GRACE!

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:

1. Why was Jesus crucified between two criminals?
2. Do you ever feel crucified, and can you still forgive?

3. How does Jesus’ prayer challenge the way we respond to those who hurt us?

TEXT: LUKE 23: 32-34
THE HEART OF THE LESSON: UNCONDITIONAL LOVE AND FORGIVENESS

INTRODUCTION: Luke 23 records the final hours of Jesus’ earthly life. It depicts the
crucifixion of Jesus between two criminals at Calvary, highlighting the irony of the innocent
Savior treated as a transgressor. Jesus is led away with two criminals, fulfilling the prophecy
and demonstrating His solidarity with sinful humanity. This display of humility and
unconditional love shown by dying between criminals is an example of taking sinners’ place
and being the punishment that humanity deserves. The cross is not only a place of suffering; it
is a place of revelation. At the cross or Calvary, we see who God truly is and what He desires
for humanity. Luke 23:34 captures the heart of the gospel in a single sentence! Jesus asks the
Father to forgive those who are actively killing Him. Jesus even goes on to say, “for they do
know what they are doing.” (Luke 23:34 NIV) This does not excuse sin, but it exposes human
blindness.

1. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT FORGIVENESS REVEALS THE HEART OF
GOD. (V 34)

Jesus begins His prayer with the word, “Father.” Jesus’ addressing God as “Father” while on
the cross signifies His intimate, divine relationship with God, highlighting His role as the Son.
It implies a trusting and loving connection, enabling Him to intercede for His persecutors even
during intense suffering. Even in agony, His relationship with God remains intact. This shows
us that forgiveness flows from intimacy with God. Jesus does not say, Father, punish them, but
“Father, forgive them.”



This reveals God’s heart- not eager to destroy sinners but to redeem them. Forgiveness is not
God ignoring sin; it is God choosing to deal with sin through mercy and sacrifice. It’s at the
cross, Justice and Grace meet. Jesus is the means by which Kingdom Citizens receive
forgiveness. His prayer aligns with His mission: “to seek and save the lost.” Psalm 103:8
(NIV) says, “The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.”
As Kingdom Citizens, when we forgive, we reflect God’s character. Ask yourself: Do my
responses reflect the heart of the Father or the instincts of the flesh?

2. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT FORGIVENESS IS OFFERED EVEN IN
IGNORANCE. (V 34)

Forgiveness is one of the hardest things humans are asked to do. Many people say, “I can
forgive, but I will never forget,” while others say, “They don’t deserve forgiveness.” However,
in the case of the text, Jesus speaks words that defy human logic and emotion. He does not
curse, accuse, or demand vengeance. Jesus says: “Father, forgive them, for they do not know
what they are doing.” This statement represents the pinnacle of divine mercy and radical
forgiveness in the midst of extreme suffering. It fulfills prophecy in Isaiah 53:12, which
highlights the spiritual blindness of His tormentors and serves as a model for Christians to love
enemies. Kingdom Citizens must realize that people will hurt us intentionally and
unintentionally at times even out of ignorance, but we must forgive. In the text, Jesus
recognizes their ignorance and still intercedes. This shows that forgiveness is not based on
others’ awareness or remorse but on God’s grace. Many people hurt us without fully
understanding the damage they cause. The question is, can we forgive and extend grace to
others as we receive God’s grace in our lives?

3. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT FORGIVENESS CAN COST THE ONE WHO
GIVES IT.

Forgiveness is never cheap! Jesus prays for forgiveness while nails pierced His body. He
bears the cost of the very forgiveness He requests for His tormentors. Kingdom Citizens
realize that true forgiveness absorbs pain instead of passing it on. At the cross, Jesus
demonstrates that forgiveness requires sacrifice. It may cost pride, comfort, or the right to
retaliate. But it leads to Freedom! Not only does it lead to freedom, but it also can open the
door to redemption. It can also be a doorway to salvation for someone who is lost without a
Savior! Forgiveness does not end the story, but it can begin a new one! 1 John 1:9 (NIV)
says: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us.”
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Week of April 6-April 12, 2026

2026 THEME: KINGDOM CITIZENS GROWING IN GRACE, ROOTED AND
GROUNDED IN CHRIST (Colossians 2:6-7)

APRIL EMPHASIS: KINGDOM CITIZENS RECOGNIZING THE BENEFITS OF
BEING GROUNDED

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens recognize that being spiritually rooted in God’s Word yields
multiple benefits, including strengthening one’s faith, fostering spiritual growth, and
enhancing resilience in the face of adversity. These benefits aid in understanding our identity
in Christ.

KEY WORDS/PHRASES: Responsible, Motive, Resurrection, Right Direction
LESSON FIFTEEN: NO LONGER SLAVES TO SIN

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:
1. What are some things you do to remain faithful to your teachings?

2. How can parents and guardians effectively teach the scriptures to children in today’s
context?

3. How is God challenging us to use the scriptures to enhance our spiritual lifestyles?

TEXT: 2 TIMOTHY 3:14-17
THE HEART OF THE LESSON: NO LONGER SLAVES TO SIN

INTRODUCTION: This is a powerful letter written by Paul to his son in the ministry
Timothy. The text today emphasizes the divine authority, sufficiency, and practical
application of scripture. Paul instructs Timothy and us today to trust in the Bible for
instruction and direction for life. Paul also highlights the power of salvation by faith in Jesus
Christ to set us free. Once we as believers declare and truly have faith in the God-breathed
Word which is designed to train and correct, we are no longer slaves to sin. God’s Word has
the power to save, to heal, to set free, and to deliver; it will also equip Kingdom Citizens for
every good work. Many believers love God, attend church, and know scripture- yet still feel
trapped by old patterns: guilt, addiction, fear, anger, shame, and traditional teachings that are
false. Paul writes this letter while in prison, but free in the spiritual sense! Kingdom Citizens
must know that they don’t need to be slaves to the bondage of sin, but can be set free by the
Word of God! Must a Christian remain enslaved to sin? By no means!

1. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT SALVATION BREAKS SIN’S AUTHORITY.

Salvation breaks the authority of sin by severing its power over a person’s life through the
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, effectively liberating them from being enslaved to
unrighteousness. It replaces the reign of sin with the reign of grace, enabling believers to live
for God through the power of the Holy Spirit.



The scriptures say: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith- and this not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God- not by works, so that no one can boast.” (Eph. 2:8-9 NIV)
Salvation has set the Kingdom Citizen free! Kingdom Citizens are no longer condemned or
owned by sin or even defined by the past. Salvation changes our status in life, and it is not
behavior modifications; it is identity transformation. Kingdom Citizens don’t fight sin to
become free! Kingdom Citizens fight sin because we are free! Kingdom Citizens also know
that slaves fight to earn their freedom, but children of God fight because freedom already
belongs to them. The text says: “And how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” (2 Timothy
3:15 NIV) This verse highlights the importance of studying the scriptures from a young age,
stating that they provide the wisdom necessary for salvation through faith in Jesus Christ.

2. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THE WORD OF GOD RE-TRAINS THE SOUL.

2 Timothy 3:16 declares that all scripture is “God breathed” inspired and profitable for
teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness. This means the Bible is the
authoritative, divinely sourced word of God, designed to mature believers and equip them for
good works. It emphasizes that the entire Bible is essential and functional for spiritual growth
and truth. In this verse, Paul lists four ways scripture reshapes our lives: (1.) Teaching- This
shows us what the absolute truth is. Truth replaces the lies that once justified sin. (2.) Reproof
— This shows us what us wrong and sheds light on darkness. The Word will lovingly confront
the sin which enslaves us. (3.) Correction- This shows us how to get right with God. God
doesn’t just expose sin, but He provides a way out. This is the kind of freedom that Kingdom

Citizens should be seeking. This is a lifestyle that doesn’t just break chains; it builds new
habits.

3. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT FREEDOM HAS A PURPOSE.

The text says: “So that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good
work.” (2 Timothy 3:17 NIV) This verse points to the fact that the ultimate goal of scripture
is to make Kingdom Citizens fully mature, complete, and thoroughly equipped for every good
work. It signifies that scripture provides total preparation for ministry and living a righteous
life, serving as the essential guide to avoid deception in the last days. The terms “complete”
and “mature” indicate being fully qualified, fit, or proficient for service. The Word of God
matures a believer moving them toward spiritual, full-grown maturity. This process of
freedom isn’t just so we feel good. He frees us for at least four reasons: (1.) In order that we
serve His creation effectively; (2). So that we learn to love His creation fully; (3) As Kingdom
Citizens we live boldly; and (4) As Kingdom Citizens, we walk confidently with purpose and
increase in effectiveness. God doesn’t just want us saved from sin- He wants us equipped for
spiritual impact!

ALL SCRIPTUR

BREATHED OUT BY GOD

2TIMOTHY 3:16-17




Week of April 13-April 19, 2026
2026 THEME: KINGDOM CITIZENS GROWING IN GRACE, ROOTED AND

GROUNDED IN CHRIST (Colossians 2:6-7)

BEING GROUNDED

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens recognize that being spiritually rooted in God’s Word yields
multiple benefits, including strengthening one’s faith, fostering spiritual growth, and
enhancing resilience in the face of adversity. These benefits aid in understanding our identity
in Christ.

KEY WORDS/PHRASES: Responsible, Motive, Resurrection, Right Direction
LESSON SIXTEEN: GROWING IN SPIRITUAL NOURISHMENT

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. What does “spiritual nourishment” mean to you personally?
2. What stands out most to you in Psalm 1:1-3, and why?

3. How does the progression of walking, standing, and sitting in the psalm challenge you?

TEXT: PSALM 1:1-3
THE HEART OF THE LESSON: BLESSINGS ON THE GODLY

INTRODUCTION: Spiritual growth does not happen by accident. Just as the human body
needs daily nourishment to grow and remain healthy, the soul also needs consistent life-giving
nourishment. Many believers desire spiritual strength, peace, and fruitfulness, yet struggle
with dryness, inconsistency or stagnation. Psalm 1 opens the entire book of Psalms by
showing us what a nourished spiritual life looks like and how it develops. This psalm starts by
highlighting that true happiness or a better term “Blessedness” stem from avoiding wicked
counsel and instead, delighting in and meditating on God’s Word day and night. These verses
proclaim that the righteous ae compared to a firm, well-watered tree consistently bearing fruit,
staying vibrant and prospering because it’s properly rooted, grounded, and watered. The
contrasting statement is the instability of the non-rooted tree. This psalm presents two paths
for a person to follow, however Kingdom Citizens should focus on the blessed person. The
blessed person is the one who is spiritually nourished and thriving because they are rooted and
grounded in the proper provider.

1. KINGDOM CITIZENS REALIZE THAT SOMETIMES SPIRITUAL
NOURISHMENT REQUIRES REJECTION.

The text says: “Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in
the way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers.” (Psalm 1:1 NIV) The
psalmist opens this psalm by first telling us what starves the soul before telling us what feeds
the soul.




Notice the progression of the three things not to do!

(A.) Walks in step with the ungodly counsel -

Accepting worldly thinking
(B.) Stands in sinful behavior and habits -

Becoming comfortable with sin
(C.) Sits in bad company with mockers -

Settling into pride and spiritual hardness
Spiritual hardness requires discernment and wisdom from God. Kingdom Citizens cannot
grow strong on a steady diet of voices, values, and influences that pull us away from God.
Kingdom Citizens are careful of whose advice that shapes their decisions. They know that
scripture must have more influence on their thinking than any other voice. Kingdom Citizens
also realize that certain habits will dull and even hinder their hunger and thirst for God and His
Word. Growth and spiritual nourishment will take place when we choose not to feed on what
poisons the soul.

2. KINGDOM CITIZENS ACKNOWLEDGE THAT SPIRITUAL NOURISHMENT
FLOURISHES THROUGH DELIGHT IN GOD’S WORD.

Kingdom Citizens put focus on the delight that lies in the Law and Power of God’s Word.
They realize that blessings flow with obedience to God’s Word! The blessed believer doesn’t
just read God’s Word out of duty or tradition, but he or she delights and meditates on the Word.
Delight speaks of desire, enjoyment, and affection. God’s Word 1s not just information; it is
nourishment: It feeds faith; it strengthens discernment; it renews the mind; it sustains the
heart. The text says: “But his delight is in the Law of the Lord; and in his law doth he
meditate day and night.” (Psalm 1:2 KJV) Meditating “day and night” does not mean
nonstop reading but a life shaped by scripture — thinking about it, praying through it, and
applying it consistently to your life. Kingdom Citizens know that we grow into what we
consistently consume. Therefore, as we grow, delight, and flourish as Kingdom Citizens, we
must study the Bible, allow God’s truth to shape our reactions, and allow scripture to inform
our decisions. David gives great insight on the power of God in Psalm 27:1: “The Lord is my
light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom
shall I be afraid?”

3. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT SPIRITUAL NOURISHMENT PRODUCES
STABILITY AND FRUITFULNESS.

The text says: “That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit
in season and whose leaf does not wither- whatever they do prospers.” (Psalm 1:3 NIV)
This verse gives a powerful image! The term “planted” implies that this is not an accidental
thing, but intentionally rooted. Then it says, “by streams.” This implies that it has constant
access to life giving water (The Word is life giving water.). Then the term “fruitful.” This
implies productivity in the right season at the right time. Finally, the term “not withering”
implies being resilient during hardship. Christians know this is not a life free from storms but
a life that survives storms by the power of the one who calms the raging storms.
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Week of April 20-April 26, 2026

2026 THEME: KINGDOM CITIZENS GROWING IN GRACE, ROOTED AND
GROUNDED IN CHRIST (Colossians 2:6-7)

APRIL EMPHASIS: KINGDOM CITIZENS RECOGNIZING THE BENEFITS OF
BEING GROUNDED

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens recognize that being spiritually rooted in God’s Word yields
multiple benefits, including strengthening one’s faith, fostering spiritual growth, and enhancing
resilience in the face of adversity. These benefits aid in understanding our identity in Christ.

KEY WORDS/PHRASES: Responsible, Motive, Resurrection, Right Direction
LESSON SEVENTEEN: ROOTED IN SPIRITUAL BEHAVIOR

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:
1. What does it mean to “prepare your heart” in this season of life?

2. How does being rooted in Christ affect the way you deal with adversity?

3. How can this Bible Study group help each other stay spiritually rooted?
TEXT: JOB 11:13-20

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: REPENTANCE AND FORGIVENESS

INTRODUCTION: In Job 11, Zophar speaks to Job in the midst of his suffering. While
Zophar’s tone elsewhere lacks compassion, this passage contains timeless spiritual truths about
what happens when a person becomes deeply rooted in God. Spiritual stability does not begin
with circumstances changing- it begins with spiritual behavior changing. In the text, Zophar
calls Job to repentance, making the claim that if Job purges his sin and sincerely seeks God, he
will be restored to peace, prosperity, and security. Zophar assures him that misery will fade,
life will become brighter than noonday, and he will sleep safely. However, the passage ends
with a stern warning that the wicked will lose all hope. There are several important
implications that this text presents to Kingdom Citizens that are theological in content. 1. There
is a clear call to repentance; 2. There is promise from God for restoration and 3. There is a
contrast with the wicked. In summary, Zophar’s speech is a mix of high theology about God’s
greatness and misguided, harsh accusations against a righteous man, showcasing how true
doctrines can be misused when not applied with love and empathy.

1. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT ROOTED HEARTS ARE INTENTIONALLY
PREPARED.

Spiritual growth is not accidental; it must be intentional, and genuine effort must be applied.
Kingdom Citizens realize that they must always examine their motives and make sure they are
pure. David says in Psalm 51:10, “Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right

spirit within me.” Kingdom Citizens also know that they must align their will with the will of
God.



Even Jesus said at a critical time in his life, “Father, if thou be willing remove this cup from
me: nevertheless, not my will, but thine, be done.” (Luke 22:42 KJV) We must always
submit to God’s will no matter what the situation may be. We must always surrender to the
will of God and create space and time for prayer and meditation. Giving ourselves totally to
God implies stretching out our hands and hearts to God in dependence and worship of God.
Kingdom Citizens are intentionally rooted in Christ and don’t rely on self alone but reach
toward God daily! We cannot live spiritually strong, intentionally prepared lives with
unprepared hearts!

2. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT ROOTED LIVES REJECT HIDDEN SIN.

The text says: “If you put away the sin that is in your hand and allow no evil to dwell in
your tent,” (Job 11:14 NIV). Zophar pressures Job to repent by asserting that his suffering
stems from hidden sins, urging him to remove iniquity and wickedness from his life and home
to find restoration. Even though all suffering and sickness is not because of sin, we must
remove the sin from our lives. Kingdom Citizens know that roots of kingdom living grow
deeper when sin is removed from the soil. Hidden sin weakens spiritual roots. It drains joy,
distorts judgment, and blocks intimacy with God. Therefore, Kingdom Citizens must practice
spiritual behaviors such as 1. Honest self-examination, 2. Repentance without excuse, and 3.
Refusal to make peace with sin. We must realize that what we tolerate spiritually will
eventually dominate our lives. Kingdom Citizens know that God is able to clean, forgive, and
restore if we confess! The Bible says: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9 KJV)

3. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT BELIEVERS ROOTED IN CHRIST WALK
WITHOUT SHAME.

The text says: “Then, free of fault, you will lift up your face; you will stand firm and without
fear.” (Job 11:15 NIV) Kingdom Citizens know that fear diminishes when our behavior aligns
with our beliefs. Job 11:15 is part of Zophar’s speech promising Job that repentance will
restore his confidence, honor, and security before God, allowing him to “lift up his face
without spot.” Zophar is using a rigid cause and effect theology, suggesting that Job’s current
misery is due to hidden sin, and that returning to God will bring a “clear conscience,” removal
of shame, and a bright future. When Kingdom Citizens are rooted and grounded in God’s
Word, they will repent of hidden and open sin. When our spiritual roots run deep, confidence
rises. This kind of confidence is not arrogance but is spiritual assurance. Kingdom Citizens
realize that they are forgiven by God, strengthened by truth, and stabilized by the identity
given by God through the Holy Spirit.

Job 11:13-19



Week of April 27- May 3, 2026

2026 THEME: KINGDOM CITIZENS GROWING IN GRACE, ROOTED AND
GROUNDED IN CHRIST (Colossians 2:6-7 NKJV)

MAY EMPHASIS: KINGDOM WOMEN ROOTED AND GROUNDED IN FAITH

THOUGHT: Kingdom Women must understand that the Word of God affirms the importance
of strong faith as a foundation for their spiritual development. They must be committed to
demonstrating faithfulness to God in all aspects of daily living.

KEY WORDS/PHRASES: Faith, Trusting, Committed, Spiritual

LESSON EIGHTEEN: PHEOBE — WOMEN AS STRONG SPIRITUAL LEADERS

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:
1. How do you respond when you see women stepping into spiritual leadership roles—do
you affirm and support them?
2. Are there really any gifts that God gave to men that He didn’t give to women to
strengthen the church?
3. Do you have a gender bias against women serving in ALL positions of leadership in the
church? If you do, why?

TEXT: ROMANS 16:1-2

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: THE FOUNDATION OF THE EARLY CHURCH
WAS LAID NOT JUST BY THE APOSTLES AND MEN, BUT ALSO BY DEVOTED
WOMEN WHO RESPONDED TO GOD’S CALL.

INTRODUCTION: At the close of his great theological letter to the Romans, the apostle
Paul does something remarkable. After unfolding deep truths about salvation, grace,
justification, and life in the Spirit, he ends with names—real people who served, sacrificed,
and led. The first name he mentions in Romans 16 is a woman named Phoebe. Her story may
only span two verses, but her impact echoes through church history. Through her life, we see
that women were not merely observers in the early church—they were active spiritual leaders,
servants, patrons, and partners in the gospel. Phoebe steps onto the pages of Scripture quietly,
yet powerfully. In just two verses, we see a servant, a leader, a trusted messenger, and a
generous supporter of the gospel. Her story reminds us that God calls women into meaningful
ministry roles and that the church must honor and support their leadership.

1. WOMEN ARE ELIGIBLE TO SERVE IN ALL MINISTRY LEADERSHIP ROLES.
(V 1) Paul begins with a personal endorsement, “I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a
deacon of the church in Cenchreae.” (V 1) Paul introduces Phoebe as “our sister” and as a
deacon (Greek: diakonos). This word is the same term Paul uses for male deacons and even
for himself as a servant of Christ. It means one who ministers, serves officially, and carries
responsibility. Phoebe was not simply a helpful volunteer. She held a recognized ministry role
in the church at Cenchreae, the eastern port of Corinth. Her title indicates leadership, trust, and
spiritual maturity. In a culture where women often had limited public voice, the gospel
elevated their participation.
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The early church recognized spiritual gifting, not gender, as the qualification for service. God
calls and equips women for real, recognized ministry in His church. Women are not
secondary in God’s kingdom. The Spirit distributes gifts to all believers. (1 Corinthians
12:7) When God calls, the church must affirm and support that calling.

2. WOMEN OF FAITH ARE ENTRUSTED WITH CONVEYING THE MESSAGE. (V
2a)

Phoebe arrives in Rome, carrying the precious scroll of Paul’s letter. This is not a casual
errand. She is entrusted with a document that explains justification by faith, life in the Spirit,
and the mystery of salvation. Paul urges the Roman believers to receive her “in the Lord.”
That phrase indicates authority and spiritual legitimacy. She was not traveling alone as a
private citizen; she was sent with apostolic endorsement. In the ancient world, the letter carrier
often read the letter aloud and explained its contents. If this was the case, Phoebe may have
been the first to publicly proclaim the message of Romans. Paul does not ask the church to
tolerate her. He commands them to assist her in whatever she needs. “I ask you to receive her
in the Lord in a way worthy of his people and to give her any help she may need from
you.” (V 2a) This shows she had a mission to accomplish. Women in spiritual leadership carry
divine assignments that deserve honor and support. When God entrusts someone with
responsibility, the church must respond with partnership, not suspicion and certainly not with
resistance because she just happens to be a woman. Spiritual authority is rooted in calling
and character. True leadership is defined by service and spiritual investment.

3. GODLY WOMEN INVEST IN OTHERS FOR THE CAUSE OF CHRIST._(V 2b)

Paul describes Phoebe as a “benefactor”. “For she has been the benefactor of many people,
including me.” (V 2b) The Greek word suggests a patron, protector, or sponsor—someone
who used her resources to support ministry. She was likely a woman of means who financed
gospel work. Notice how Romans 16 highlights multiple women: Phoebe, Priscilla, and Mary.
These women were co-workers, hosts of house churches, teachers, and laborers in Christ.
Phoebe’s leadership was not about position but about investment. She did not let being a
woman stop her from answering the call to godly leadership. She supported others. She
strengthened Paul. She helped many. True spiritual leadership multiplies others. She did not
seek recognition. Nor did she compete for prominence; she advanced the mission. Spiritual
leadership is measured by service, sacrifice, and the strengthening of others. The early church
flourished because women like Phoebe used their spiritual gifts, homes, finances, and
influence for the gospel. They were active partners in ministry, not spectators. Phoebe’s name
1s written in Scripture not because she sought fame, but because she served faithfully. May the
church today recognize and release the Phoebes among us.

“forshe became
a leader of many,
| and of myself"
- Paul (Romans 16:2)




Week of 4- May 10, 2026

2026 THEME: KINGDOM CITIZENS GROWING IN GRACE, ROOTED AND

GROUNDED IN CHRIST. (Colossians 2:6-7 NKJV)

MAY EMPHASIS: KINGDOM WOMEN ROOTED AND GROUNDED IN FAITH

THOUGHT: Kingdom Women must understand that the Word of God affirms the importance
of strong faith as a foundation for their spiritual development. They must be committed to
demonstrating faithfulness to God in all aspects of daily living.

KEY WORDS/PHRASES: Faith, Trusting, Committed, Spiritual

LESSON NINETEEN: HANNAH- COMMITTING OUR CHILDREN TO GOD

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:
1. Have I truly surrendered my children (or future children) to God’s purposes, or am |
holding tightly to my own plans for them?
2. In what practical ways can I commit my children to God daily (prayer, Scripture,
example, conversation)?
3. Am I willing to trust God with my child’s calling—even if it looks different than I
imagined?

TEXT: 1 SAMUEL 1:1-11

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: A PRAYING WOMAN CAN INFLUENCE
GENERATIONS. ENTRUSTING OUR CHILDREN TO GOD CONNECTS USTO A
GREATER PURPOSE.

INTRODUCTION: In the hill country of Ephraim, in a town called Ramah, lived a woman
named Hannah. She was one of two wives of Elkanah. While her husband loved her deeply,
her heart carried a silent ache—she had no children. In a culture where motherhood defined a
woman’s legacy and security, barrenness was not just a private sorrow but a public burden.
Each year the family traveled to Shiloh to worship and sacrifice to the Lord. It was there,
amid celebration and offering, that Hannah’s pain intensified. Peninnah, the other wife and
her rival, provoked her mercilessly because she had children while Hannah did not. The
Scripture tells us that Hannah wept and would not eat. Though Elkanah reassured her of his
love, her deepest longing remained unfulfilled. Yet in this painful setting, we witness a

powerful portrait of a woman who committed not only her desire for a child—but her future
child—to God.

1. A FAITHFUL WOMAN BRINGS HER PAIN TO THE RIGHT PLACE. (VV 1-8)
Despite her anguish, Hannah continued to go up yearly to worship. Year after year, Hannah
returned to worship, even though the experience triggered her sorrow. (V 8) When life feels
unfair, don’t withdraw from God. Lean in. Pain can either harden your heart or deepen your
faith—the choice is yours. Hannah did not allow disappointment to separate her from God.
Instead, she positioned herself in His presence. In verse 10, “in bitterness of soul Hannah
wept much and prayed to the Lord.” She did not deny her grief. She did not mask her pain.
She poured it out before God. Women, especially mothers or those longing to be mothers,
often carry silent burdens—fears for our children, regrets, disappointments, unanswered
prayers.
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Hannah teaches us that the first step in committing our children to God is committing our pain
to God. You don’t have to hide your pain or pretend you’re strong. Bring your grief,
frustration, and longing honestly to God. Vulnerability in prayer is strength, not
weakness. Before she ever held a child in her arms, she surrendered her brokenness at God’s
altar. Committing our children to God begins long before they are born. It begins in prayer,
honesty, and worship—even when our hearts ache.

2. GODLY MOTHERS SHOULD COMMIT THEIR CHILDREN TO GOD. (VV 10-11)
In verses 10-11, Hannah makes a remarkable vow: if God would give her a son, she would
give him back to the Lord all the days of his life. This is extraordinary. She was not asking for
a child to fulfill her status, compete with Peninnah, or secure her future. She was asking for a
child she intended to release back to God’s purposes. She did not seek ownership—she
sought stewardship. Hannah understood something every mother must learn: children are not
possessions; they are entrusted gifts. In Hannah’s culture, childbearing was closely tied to a
woman’s value. Her barrenness could have defined her identity—but she chose to seek her
worth from God instead of society. True commitment means: Praying not just for blessing, but
for purpose, desiring God’s will over our own plans and trusting that God’s call on our
children may stretch our hearts. Her vow was not emotional manipulation—it was sacred
surrender. When we commit our children to God, we relinquish control. We shift from “my
child, my plans” to “Lord, Your child, Your purpose.” Kingdom women must learn to
worship through their wounds, pray with honesty and boldness and view children as divine
assignments, not personal achievements. Dedicate your children to God’s purposes daily.

3. A GODLY MOTHER TRUSTS GOD TO ANSWER HER PRAYERS. (V 11)

Hannah’s prayer was specific: “O Lord of hosts...” She recognized God’s sovereignty. She
asked Him to remember her, see her affliction, and act. Even before God answered, Hannah
entrusted her deepest desire to Him. Committing our children to God means trusting Him with
their future, trusting Him with their calling, trusting Him with their protection, and trusting
Him with their salvation. We must also trust God with their future. It is one thing to pray for a
child. It is another to dedicate that child fully to God’s service. Hannah models courageous
motherhood. She teaches us that real faith says: “Lord, I want this child—but I want You to
have this child more.” Her prayer would eventually shape the life of the prophet Samuel, a
man who would lead Israel in a pivotal spiritual season. Hannah’s story isn’t just about
infertility, it’s about identity, surrender, perseverance, and wholehearted prayer. It reminds
women today that God hears silent prayers, tears are seen, faith can coexist with anguish, and
surrender leads to purpose.

When God Rememb
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Week of May 11-May 17, 2026

2026 THEME: KINGDOM CITIZENS GROWING IN GRACE, ROOTED AND

GROUNDED IN CHRIST. (Colossians 2:6-7 NKJV)

MAY EMPHASIS: KINGDOM WOMEN ROOTED AND GROUNDED IN FAITH

THOUGHT: Kingdom Women must understand that the Word of God affirms the importance
of strong faith as a foundation for their spiritual development. They must be committed to
demonstrating faithfulness to God in all aspects of daily living.

KEY WORDS/PHRASES: Faith, Trusting, Committed, Spiritual

LESSON TWENTY: JOCHEBED- WOMEN TRUSTING GOD FOR DIVINE
PROTECTION

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:

1. What situation in my life have I tried to control instead of placing it into God’s hands?

2. Am I positioning my family, dreams, or calling where God’s providence can move?

3. Do I truly believe God is already working behind the scenes, even when I cannot see
results?

TEXT: EXODUS 2: 3-5

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: TRUSTING GOD MEANS RELEASING WHAT
YOU LOVE MOST INTO HIS CAPABLE HANDS.

INTRODUCTION: In the opening chapters of the book of Exodus, we meet a mother living
under the shadow of fear. The Hebrew people were enslaved in Egypt, and a decree from
Pharaoh commanded that every Hebrew baby boy be cast into the Nile. In the middle of
oppression and uncertainty stands a woman named Jochebed—a mother whose quiet faith
would shape the destiny of a nation. Let us walk through Exodus 2:3-5 and discover three
powerful lessons about trusting God for divine protection. Jochebed makes a courageous and
strategic decision to save her son, who would later become Moses. Her actions offer timeless
lessons for women today—whether mothers, leaders, professionals, or mentors.

1. TRUSTING IN GOD WHEN YOU HAVE DONE ALL YOU CAN (V 3)

For three months, Jochebed hid her baby. She did everything within her power to protect him.
But the time came when she could hide him no longer. “When she could no longer hide him,
she took for him an ark of bulrushes... and put the child therein; and she laid it in the flags
by the river's brink.” (V 3) Faith does not deny reality—it faces it. Jochebed reached the end
of her human ability. Yet notice what she did next: she built an ark. The word “ark” used here
is the same word used for Noah’s ark. Just as God used an ark to preserve life during the flood,
Jochebed prepared a small ark to preserve her son. She waterproofed it carefully, placed her
baby inside, and set it among the reeds. This was not abandonment. It was surrender.
There comes a moment in every woman’s life—every mother’s life—when control must give
way to trust. Sometimes love means releasing control—whether over children, dreams, or
outcomes. Growth often requires letting go. Jochebed teaches us that divine protection begins
where human strength ends.
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Whether it’s raising children, pursuing a calling, or navigating career challenges, we act wise-
ly—and then entrust outcomes to God. She did not throw her child into the river of death; she
placed him in a vessel of faith and positioned him where God could move.

2. POSITIONING YOUR PROMISE IN THE PLACE OF PRODIVENCE (V 4)
Jochebed did not act recklessly. She acted strategically in faith. She placed the ark in the
reeds—not in the open current. She ensured that her daughter, Miriam, watched from a dis-
tance. “And his sister stood afar off, to watch what would be done to him.” (V 4) Faith is not
passive. It partners with wisdom. Jochebed could not control the outcome, but she positioned
her child where deliverance was possible. She placed him in the very river that was meant for
destruction—but in the part of the river where royalty bathed. Strategic Positioning Mat-
ters! She didn’t randomly release the basket; she placed it among the reeds where Pharaoh's
daughter bathed—a calculated move. Faith is not passive. Wisdom includes positioning our-
selves and our families where opportunity and favor are more likely to be found. Sometimes
God asks women to trust Him in the very place that looks threatening. The Nile symbolized
death for Hebrew boys, yet it became the pathway to destiny for Jochebed’s son. What the
enemy meant for destruction, God used for deliverance. Trusting God means placing your
situation where His providence can unfold—even when the environment seems hostile.

3. BELIEVING GOD IS ALREADY MOVING (V 5)

While Jochebed was weeping at home, God was arranging circumstances at the palace. Before
the basket touched the water, heaven had already scheduled a rescue. The daughter of the very
king who ordered death would become the instrument of life. “And the daughter of Pharaoh
came down to wash herself at the river...” (V 5) At just the right moment, Pharaoh's daugh-
ter arrived. This was not coincidence. This was divine orchestration. Divine protection does
not always look like immediate relief. Sometimes it looks like God placing your child in unex-
pected hands, in unexpected places, for unexpected purposes. Jochebed could not see what
God was doing downstream. But God was already there. And here is the beautiful irony: not
only was her child spared—he would grow up to deliver Israel. The baby in the basket was
Moses, the future leader of God’s people. Trusting God means believing that He is already
working beyond what you can see. Jochebed’s story reminds women everywhere that trust-
ing God for divine protection is not loud or dramatic—it is often quiet, tearful obedience. It is
building baskets when you would rather build walls. It is releasing control while holding onto
faith. God honors the faith of women who trust Him with what matters most.
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Week of May 18--May 24, 2026

2026 THEME: KINGDOM CITIZENS GROWING IN GRACE, ROOTED AND
GROUNDED IN CHRIST. (Colossians 2:6-7 NKJV)

MAY EMPHASIS: KINGDOM WOMEN ROOTED AND GROUNDED IN FAITH

THOUGHT: Kingdom Women must understand that the Word of God affirms the importance
of strong faith as a foundation for their spiritual development. They must be committed to
demonstrating faithfulness to God in all aspects of daily living.

KEY WORDS/PHRASES: Faith, Trusting, Committed, Spiritual

LESSON TWENTY-ONE: THE OUTPOURING OF THE SPIRIT: GOD’S PROMISE
FULFILLED (PENTECOST SUNDAY)

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:

1. Do I truly trust that God fulfills His promises, even when fulfillment seems delayed?

2. Am I living in the awareness that the Spirit of God dwells within me?

3. Are there barriers in my heart that Pentecost calls me to break—toward greater inclu-
sion, boldness, or obedience?

TEXT: ACTS 2:16-21

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: PENTECOST AFFIRMS THAT GOD’S SPIRIT IS GIV-
EN TO ALL WHO BELIEVE, EMPOWERING EVERY GENERATION AND EVERY PER-
SON FOR HIS PURPOSES.

INTRODUCTION: Acts 2:16-21 records Acts of the Apostles’ account of Peter explaining
the outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost by quoting the prophet Joel. He declares that what the
crowd is witnessing is the fulfillment of God’s promise to pour out His Spirit “on all people.”
From this passage, several powerful lessons emerge for us today: The city of Jerusalem was
overflowing with pilgrims. It was the Feast of Weeks—Pentecost—a celebration of harvest and
thanksgiving. Devout Jews from every nation had gathered, filling the streets with languages,
customs, and expectation. Then suddenly, a sound like a rushing mighty wind filled the house
where the disciples were gathered. Tongues like fire rested upon each of them, and they began
to speak in other languages as the Spirit gave them utterance. The crowd was bewildered.
Some were amazed; others mocked, saying the disciples were drunk. But Peter stood up. No
longer hiding in fear, no longer denying his Lord, he lifted his voice with boldness. What was
happening was not confusion—it was fulfillment.

1. THE PROMISE REVEALED; GOD SPEAKS THROUGH THE PROPHET. (V 17)
Peter anchors the extraordinary events of Pentecost in the prophecy of Joel. (Joel 2:28-32) He
explains that what the crowd was witnessing had been foretold centuries before. God had
promised: “And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit
upon all flesh...” Pentecost was not an emotional outbreak or human invention—it was the
fulfillment of God’s covenant promise. The “last days” had begun. God’s redemptive plan was
unfolding exactly as He said it would.
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The outpouring of the Spirit signified that a new era had dawned—the age of the Spirit.
The same God who promised through the prophets now acted in power. Pentecost affirms the
faithfulness of God. He does not forget His word. Pentecost demonstrates that God fulfills
His promises precisely and powerfully. What He declares, He accomplishes.

2. THE PROMISE EXPANDED: THE SPIRIT FOR ALL PEOPLE (VV 18-20)

In this moment, Pentecost became more than a feast—it became a divine turning point in re-
demptive history. God’s long-promised Spirit had been poured out. Joel’s prophecy was radi-
cal in scope, “Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy. Your young men shall see vi-
sions. Your old men shall dream dreams. On my servants and on my handmaidens, I will
pour out... my Spirit”. (VV 17-19) In the Old Testament, the Spirit often came upon select
individuals—prophets, priests, and kings—for specific tasks. But at Pentecost, the Spirit was
poured out on all believers—men and women, young and old, servant and free. Pentecost
broke barriers of gender, age, and social status. The Spirit’s outpouring revealed the inclusive
heart of God. The Church was born not as an elite institution, but as a Spirit-filled community
where every believer could participate in God’s mission. Have you learned to embrace your
spiritual identity? For your growth: Stop disqualifying yourself (“I’m not spiritual enough,”
“I’'m too young,” “I’m too ordinary”). Accept that you are included in God’s work. Let your
identity as someone indwelt by the Spirit shape your confidence. Growth accelerates when
you stop questioning whether God can use you.

3. THE PROMISE PROCLAIMED: SALVATION AVAILABLE TO ALL (V 21)

Peter continues: “And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the
Lord shall be saved.” (V 21) Pentecost was not merely about spiritual experience; it was
about salvation proclamation. The outpouring of the Spirit empowered bold witness. The
Spirit came not only to fill believers but to flow through them—so that the message of salva-
tion would reach the nations gathered in Jerusalem. Pentecost marks the birth of the Church’s
missionary calling. The same Spirit who descended in power now drives the Church outward
in purpose. The ultimate goal of the Spirit’s outpouring is that people everywhere may call
upon the name of the Lord and be saved. Before Pentecost, the disciples were hiding. After
Pentecost, they were proclaiming. Before Pentecost, they were uncertain. After Pentecost,
they were empowered. The outpouring of the Spirit signals that God is not distant—He
dwells within His people. Pentecost assures us that we are not left to serve in our own
strength; we are empowered by divine presence. The promise has been fulfilled.

“upon all flesh. !—;?:‘
Joel 2:28 ’ﬁ_

—_— —
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Week of May 25--May 31, 2026

2026 THEME: KINGDOM CITIZENS GROWING IN GRACE, ROOTED AND
GROUNDED IN CHRIST (Colossians 2:6-7 NKJV)

MAY EMPHASIS: KINGDOM WOMEN ROOTED AND GROUNDED IN FAITH

THOUGHT: Kingdom Women must understand that the Word of God affirms the importance
of strong faith as a foundation for their spiritual development. They must be committed to
demonstrating faithfulness to God in all aspects of daily living.

KEY WORDS/PHRASES: Faith, Trusting, Committed, Spiritual

LESSON TWENTY-TWO: RAHAB- WOMEN ROOTED IN THEIR FAITH

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:
1. Am I allowing my past to define me, or am I allowing faith to redefine me?
2. How intentional am I about interceding for the salvation and spiritual well-being of my
household?
3. What cultural pressures around me challenge my faith, and how can I stand firm like
Rahab?

TEXT: JOSHUA 2:8-14

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: A WOMAN OF FAITH PRAYS BOLDLY FOR HER
FAMILY, BELIEVING THAT GOD’S MERCY CAN EXTEND BEYOND HER OWN
LIFE.

INTRODUCTION: The story of Rahab in Joshua 2:8—14 offers several powerful lessons that
still speak meaningfully to us today. Rahab’s interaction with the Israelite spies reveals themes
of faith, courage, redemption, and God’s grace. In the city of Jericho, behind fortified walls
and locked gates, lived a woman whose life would take a remarkable turn. Her name was
Rahab. Though she lived in a pagan culture and carried a reputation many would judge,
Rahab became a powerful example of what it means to be a woman rooted in faith. As we step
into Joshua 2:8-14, the scene is tense. Two Israelite spies have entered Jericho. Rahab has
hidden them on her roof. Before the men lie down for the night, she climbs the stairs and
begins to speak—not with fear, but with conviction. From her words, we discover some
powerful teaching points about women rooted in their faith.

1. WOMEN ROOTED IN FAITH RECOGNIZE THE HAND OF GOD. (V 8-11)
Rahab begins with a bold declaration: “I know that the Lord has given you this land...” (V 9)

She did not say, “I hope,” or “I think.” She said, “I know.” Though she was not an Israelite,
she had been listening. She had heard about the parting of the Red Sea and the defeat of kings.
The testimonies of God’s power had reached Jericho—and Rahab believed them. While others
in Jericho melted in fear, Rahab’s fear turned into faith. She recognized that the God of Israel
was not just another regional deity. She proclaimed, “The Lord your God, He is God in
heaven above and on earth beneath.” (V 11)
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Faith often begins with hearing and responding. No background disqualifies someone from
turning to God. Spiritual transformation can start anywhere. A woman rooted in faith discerns
God’s movement—even in unlikely places. Rahab’s environment did not nurture faith. Yet her
heart was open. Faith often begins by listening carefully to what God has done. Being rooted
in faith does not depend on perfect surroundings. It depends on recognizing God’s sovereignty
and choosing to believe Him.

2. WOMEN ROOTED IN FAITH TAKE COURAGEOUS ACTION.

Rahab’s faith was not private belief alone—it was courageous action. She hid the spies at great
personal risk. If discovered, she could have been executed for treason. Her decision was
costly. Faith often requires stepping beyond comfort and security. Rahab aligned herself with
God’s purposes before she saw the outcome. In that moment, a woman once defined by her
past becomes defined by her faith. She did not have a perfect history. She did not belong to the
covenant people. She did not hold social status. But she believed. She tells the spies that she
has heard how God has blessed and given great victories to the Israclites. The courage of the
people of Jericho had failed, but not hers. When we heard of it, (how your God has blessed
you with great victories) our hearts melted in fear and everyone’s courage failed because of
you, for the LORD your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below.” (V 11) And
because she believed, she acted. Because she acted, her family was saved. She acted before
Jericho’s walls fell. She moved before victory was visible. Her belief led to brave obedience.
A woman rooted in faith does not remain passive. She acts when God reveals truth. She risks
reputation, security, and comfort because she trusts the Lord more than circumstances. Real
faith often requires courage. Standing for what is right may involve risk—socially,
professionally, or personally. Faith may call us to stand apart from culture, family
expectations, or familiar patterns.

3. WOMEN ROOTED IN FAITH SEEK SALVATION FOR THEIR HOUSEHOLDS.
(VV 12-14)

Rahab’s faith was personal—but not selfish. She interceded for her family. She asked for
mercy not only for herself but for her father, mother, brothers, and sisters. “Now then, please
swear to me by the LORD that you will show kindness to my family, because I have shown
kindness to you. Give me a sure sign, that you will spare the lives of my father and
mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them—and that you will save us
from death.” (VV 13-14) This is the heart of a woman rooted in faith: she becomes a
covering for others. Rahab positioned herself as a bridge between destruction and deliverance
for her household. The spies agreed, establishing a covenant of protection. Rahab’s faith
would not only save her life but would place her in the lineage of the Messiah. (Matthew 1:5)
Her story reminds us that rooted faith can change generational outcomes. Because she was
rooted in faith, her story was redeemed. Rahab teaches us that faith is not reserved for the
religious elite. It is available to any woman who dares to trust the living God.

JUSTIFIED BY FAITH

JOSHUA 2:8-15
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Week of June 1 - June 7, 2026

2026 THEME: KINGDOM CITIZENS GROWING IN GRACE, ROOTED AND
GROUNDED IN CHRIST (Colossians 2:6-7 NKJV)

JUNE EMPHASIS: KINGDOM MEN ROOTED AND GROUNDED IN FAITH

THOUGHT: Kingdom men must submit to God's authority, embody responsible leadership,
and exercise dominion over their lives and spheres of influence. They must demonstrate God's
rule in all areas of life, living with integrity, serving others, and acting as a strong, positive
influence for their family and community.

KEY WORDS/PHRASES: Wise Instruction, Discipline, Brotherly Love

LESSON TWENTY-THREE: ABEL- MEN OFFERING THEIR BEST TO GOD

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:
1. What does it mean for you to give your best to the Lord?
2. What are some reasons why men are anger with each other?
3. What are some of the devastating effects you have seen because of sin?

TEXT: HEBREWS 11:4 and GENESIS 4:1-10

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: THE IMPACT OF HATRED TOWARD ONE
ANOTHER

INTRODUCTION: Abel was the second son of Adam and Eve (Genesis 4:2). The meaning of
his name is uncertain; some believe that Abel means “breath” or “vanity,” and others believe it
is a form of the word for “shepherd.” Abel was a righteous man who pleased God. Abel was a
shepherd and is known for bringing God a pleasing sacrifice—from the firstborn of his

flock. The Bible does not give much information about Abel, but we can learn several things
from what it does tell us. Abel demonstrated true worship by his faith and through his actions.
We know that we cannot please God apart from faith (Hebrews 11:6). We are called to worship
the Lord in spirit and in truth (John 4:24). Abel was persecuted for his faith; we will be as well
(John 15:20; 2 Timothy 3:12). God heard the cry of Abel’s blood and responded; God is
attentive to our lives and our needs. In Abel’s story, we also see that God’s plan is not
thwarted. Cain was banished, but Adam and Eve were given Seth, through whom the Messiah
ultimately came. Even as God pronounced a curse upon sin in Genesis 3, He also promised a
Savior (Genesis 3:15). Abel was a victim of the reality of human sinfulness, but the promised
Savior, Jesus, did come, and His blood speaks a better word.

1. KINGDOM MEN KNOW THAT THE HEART OF WORSHIP MATTERS MORE
THAN THE OFFERING. (VV 3-5a)

In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to

the Lord. And Abel also brought an offering—fat portions from some of the firstborn of
his flock. The Lord looked with favor on Abel and his offering, but on Cain and his
offering he did not look with favor. Cain's Offering: Fruit of the ground (dead religion,
bringing something, not everything). Abel's Offering: Firstborn of his flock and their fat (faith,
giving his best, a costly expression of love). God accepted Abel's offering because of faith, not
just the type; the "why" behind the gift reveals the heart.
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What is worship? Worship is the act of showing profound reverence, honor, and devotion to a
divine being or sacred power, encompassing expressions like prayer, song, ritual, and
meditation, often to acknowledge worthiness, express gratitude, and foster a connection with
the holy, serving as a central practice in almost all religions to align one's inner self with
higher truths or purpose. It involves both formal communal gatherings (like church services)
and private, individual practices, manifesting through diverse forms such as music, dance,
silent contemplation, and acts of service, all aiming to ascribe ultimate value to the object of
worship. How would you describe your worship? Are you more like Cain or Abel?

2. KINGDOM MEN MUST KNOW THAT THERE IS GREAT DANGER WHEN
ANGER GOES UNCHECKED. (VV 5b-7)

So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast. Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why
are you angry? Why is your face downcast? If you do what is right, will you not be
accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to
have you, but you must rule over it.”

Cain's reaction to rejection is anger, a fallen face, resentment towards his brother.

God confronts him directly: "Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast?” If God is the
one who rejected the offering, why is Cain angry with Abel?

God sees our hidden emotions, and our refusal to deal with them is the first step toward deeper
sin. The question you might have is, “How prevalent is anger among men?” Anger is a
significant issue among men, with up to 50% of men aged 19-29 at risk of "problem anger"
that interferes with daily life, relationships, and work. Often acting as a secondary emotion
masking depression, anxiety, or trauma, it is driven by societal pressure to suppress
vulnerability, leading to high-risk behaviors and physical health issues. How about the men in
your life, how prevalent is anger? And what are some of the issues among women?

3. KINGDOM MEN MUST BE AWARE THAT SIN IS A PREDATOR AT OUR DOOR.
(VV 7-8)

“If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin
is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must rule over it.” Now Cain
said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.” While they were in the field, Cain
attacked his brother Abel and killed him.

Kingdom Men must know that sin isn't passive; it's an active, a waiting enemy that wants to
master us. We must actively fight it. Brothers, and sisters, we must deal with sin,
immediately, radically and consistently. No one knows my heart like I do, and no one knows
your heart like you do.

The key to victory in our struggles with sin lies not in ourselves, but in God and His
faithfulness to us: “The LORD is near to all who call on Him, to all who call on Him in
truth” (Psalm 145:18; see also Psalm 46:1).There’s no getting around it: we all struggle with
sin (Romans 3:23). Like Cain, we often plot, plan and attack others . . . and even kill some.
And all this happens because of sin.

Cain chooses self-reliance over God's warning, taking matters into his own hands.

He acts on anger, leading to the first murder. Giving in to anger and jealousy (the "Way of
Cain") leads to spiritual death and broken relationships, separating us from God and

others. God presents a clear choice: "If you do well, will you not be accepted? We are
responsible for our responses to disappointment. We can choose to "do well" (seek God,
control anger) or succumb to the sin that waits at our door, as seen in John Owen's famous
quote, "Be killing sin or sin will be killing you".
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Week of June 8 — June 14, 2026
2026 THEME: KINGDOM CITIZENS GROWING IN GRACE, ROOTED AND

GROUNDED IN CHRIST (Colossians 2:6-7 NKJV)

JUNE EMPHASIS: KINGDOM MEN ROOTED AND GROUNDED IN FAITH

THOUGHT: Kingdom men must submit to God's authority, embody responsible leadership, and
exercise dominion over their lives and spheres of influence. They must demonstrate God's rule in
all areas of life, living with integrity, serving others, and acting as a strong, positive influence for
their family and community.

KEY WORDS/PHRASES: Wise Instruction, Discipline, Brotherly Love

LESSON TWENTY- FOUR: ENOCH- MEN WALKING CLOSELY WITH GOD

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:

What are some characteristics of a man who walks faithfully with God?

Who are some people you’ve known who walked faithfully with God?

In what ways do you believe the next generation is impacted when we are faithful in our
walk with Christ?

TEXT: HEBREWS 11: S and GENESIS S5: 21-24
THE HEART OF THE LESSON: A MAN WHO PLEASED GOD

INTRODUCTION: There are at least four different men in the Bible named Enoch (Genesis
4:17; 5:18; 25:4; 46:9). 1t is only the Enoch mentioned in Genesis 5:18 that the Bible gives any
significant information about. This Enoch was the great-great-great-great-grandson of

Adam. Genesis 5:22-24 says, “After he became the father of Methuselah, Enoch walked
faithfully with God 300 years and had other sons and daughters. Altogether, Enoch lived a total
of 365 years. Enoch walked faithfully with God; then he was no more, because God took him
away.”

el e

Hebrews 11:5 gives a little more detail: “By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did
not experience death: ‘He could not be found, because God had taken him away.” For before he
was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God.” This being “taken away” is what
Enoch is most famous for. Only two people in the Bible are said to have been chosen by God to
escape death, Enoch and Elijjah. Enoch appears to have been given this privilege due to being a
man who walked faithfully with God (Genesis 5:24) and pleased God (Hebrews 11:5). For what
purpose was Enoch taken away? The Bible does not specifically say. The most common
assumption is so that he could serve as one of the two witnesses, alongside Elijah, in the end
times.

1. KINGDOM CITIZENS WALKING WITH A DELIBERATE CHOICE FOR
IMTIMACY. (VV 21-22)

When Enoch had lived 65 years, he became the father of Methuselah. After he became the
father of Methuselah, Enoch walked faithfully with God 300 years and had other sons and
daughters.
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Walking with God 1s more than existing; it's a consistent lifestyle of fellowship, like being
"yoked" with Christ. This level of fellowship requires submission. It means agreeing with God
and recognizing Him as the sole authority in all areas (work, family, play, etc.). It's a daily
walk: Enoch walked with God for 300 years, showing continuous engagement, not sporadic
religious acts. Brothers, what does your walk with God look like? s your life still compart-
mentalized, or does God have full access? To be faithful is to be reliable, steadfast and unwa-
vering, and the Bible speaks of this type of faithfulness in four ways: as an attribute of God, as
a positive characteristic of some people, as a characteristic that many people lack, and as

a fruit of the Holy Spirit. Faithful is also used in the sense of “believing,” as in the case of the
Christians in Ephesus and Colossae (Ephesians 1:1; Colossians 1:2). Scripture speaks often of
God’s faithfulness. So, to be faithful is to be like God. When a person walks consistently with
God, in humble service to Him, he or she can be called “faithful.” Faithfulness affects every
relationship we have. What do the people who know you best say about you? Are you faithful?
Faithfulness and integrity go hand in hand; it means doing the right thing even when no one is
watching and daily practicing what you preach.

2. KINGDOM MEN KNOW THAT WALKING WITH GOD DISTINGUISHES THEM
IN A WICKED WORLD. (V 23)

Altogether, Enoch lived a total of 365 years. To get the wider context, we must consider the
time between Cain and Noah, Enoch fell in the middle, and chapter 5 of Genesis reads almost
like an obituary column. The paragraph that describes Enoch’s life shows a ‘break in the cy-
cle.” He did something while he lived on earth. Enoch lived during a corrupt time but chose a
different path, breaking the monotony of "born, live, die". What makes you stand out? In the
midst of the humdrum tasks of daily living, how are you different and how are you mak-
ing a difference? You don’t want to be a "casual Christian"; people should see God in your
life, making you different from unsaved family, friends and neighbors. Hebrews 11:6 reminds
us that “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to

him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.” Are you
living a life that pleases God? This closeness and harmony with God are what please Him,
not a mere profession or lip service.

3. KINGDOM MEN KNOW THAT WALKING WITH GOD LEADS TO A UNIQUE,
ETERNAL HOPE. (V 24)

Enoch walked faithfully with God; then he was no more, because God took him away.
God takes those who walk with Him. The ultimate reward for Enoch was being "taken" by
God, a foreshadowing of resurrection and eternal life. And it foreshadows the Lord’s return in
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, when Christ shall return for all believers. When we walk with God,
when we live for Him, then there is “No fear of death.” A true walk with God removes the fear
of death, replacing it with the promise of being with Him forever. Do you live with God, or
do you just add Him to your life, meetings, or other activities? Are you living a life that is
noticeably different, reflecting God's presence? What daily choices can you make to move
from casual Christianity to intimate fellowship? Enoch draws a lot of attention due to the mys-
tery surrounding him. Far too much speculation has gone into how and why God took Enoch
away. Instead of conjecturing, we should be seeking to follow Enoch’s example by being men
and women who walk faithfully with God and seek to please Him with our lives.

God has great plans ahead for each of His children; we need to daily walk faithfully in His di-
rection. God rewards faithfulness in time and in eternity.
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Week of June 15 — June 21, 2026
2026 THEME: KINGDOM CITIZENS GROWING IN GRACE, ROOTED AND

GROUNDED IN CHRIST (Colossians 2:6-7 NKJV)

JUNE EMPHASIS: KINGDOM MEN ROOTED AND GROUNDED IN FAITH

THOUGHT: Kingdom men must submit to God's authority, embody responsible leadership,
and exercise dominion over their lives and spheres of influence. They must demonstrate God's
rule in all areas of life, living with integrity, serving others, and acting as a strong, positive in-
fluence for their family and community.

KEY WORDS/PHRASES: Wise Instruction, Discipline, Brotherly Love
LESSON TWENTY- FIVE: NOAH- MEN CHOOSING TO OBEY GOD

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:
1. What does the favor of God mean to you?
2. When you think od God’s judgement, what are some things that come to mind?
3. What does it mean to fully obey the Lord? How would you describe your obedience?

TEXT: HEBREWS 11:7 and GENESIS 6:5-7:5
(FATHER’S DAY)

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: NOAH FOUND FAVOR IN THE EYES OF THE
LORD.

INTRODUCTION: We first hear about Noah in Genesis 5, which begins with “this is the
book of the generations of Adam.” This is a recurring phrase in Genesis, and chapter 5 details
the godly line of Seth as opposed to the worldly line of Cain (Genesis 4:17-24). Assuming no
generational breaks, Noah represents the tenth generation from Adam. The genealogical ac-
count of Noah reads, “When Lamech lived 182 years, he had a son. He named him Noah and
said, ‘He will comfort us in the labor and painful toil of our hands caused by the ground the
LORD has cursed’” (Genesis 5:28-29).

Right from the start, we see that Noah is going to be special as he is the only member of this
genealogy whose name is explained. His father, Lamech, states that his son, Noah, will bring
relief (“Noah” sounds like the Hebrew word for “rest or relief””). We learn quickly what Noah
was to relieve them from in Genesis 6:1-8, where we see the unfettered results of the fall as
unrighteousness increases throughout the world. Noah’s life serves as a reminder that judg-
ment on sin will come. Like Noah, we are Christ’s ambassadors in these last days. God’s judg-
ment is coming, but He offers reconciliation through Jesus Christ. We must take this message
of reconciliation to others.

1. KINGDOM MEN KNOW THE PERVASIVE CORRUPTION OF HUMANITY. (VV 5
-8)

The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the earth, and
that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the

time. The Lord regretted that he had made human beings on the earth, and his heart was
deeply troubled. Noah lived in a time and place where wickedness abounded. The thoughts
of men’s hearts were only evil continually, resulting in total corruption.
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The earth was filled with violence, disrupting and disturbing God’s creation. So, the Lord
responds. Because God sees and cannot ignore sin, His heart is grieved by the destruction
humanity is causing. Sin goes very, very deep. God observes that human wickedness is
"great" and every "inclination of the thoughts" is "only evil all the time". The text reveals a
God of emotions; He is "deeply troubled" and "grieved" by the corruption of His creation. And
because God is holy and righteous, He cannot ignore sin; the flood is a necessary response to
the earth being "filled with violence". If you have lived for any significant time here on earth,
then you have seen your share of sin, rebellion, corruption, and destruction. In Noah’s day as
it is in our day, God did and will judge sin. As we look at the world around us, we see signs of
judgement every day. What are some of those signs? If our view of sin is skewed, then we
will not be able to tell right from wrong, nor will we be able to distinguish light from darkness.

2. KINGDOM MEN RECOGNIZE THE DISTINGUISHING MARK OF GRACE. (VV
8-10)

But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. This is the account of Noah and his family.
Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked
faithfully with God. Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth. Despite universal
wickedness, Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. Noah was righteous and blameless,
choosing to walk with God rather than following the crowd. Brothers, you cannot get caught
up in the crowd and expect the favor of God to rest on your life. Each of us has a testimony
among people and one with God. Make sure that the two are the same. Grace is the key that
distinguishes the righteous from the wicked and offers a way out of judgment. Verses 11-12
say, Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence. God saw how

corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways.” In our day,
we might say that there is corruption everywhere, but we won’t say, “Everyone is corrupt.”
Noah and his sons were not perfect, but they did find favor in the sight of the Lord. What do
you think distinguished them from the world around them? What does grace mean to
you?

3. KINGDOM MEN MUST REALIZE THAT GOD SAVES US FROM A LOT OF
DESTRUCTION WHEN WE OBEY. (VV 13-22)

So, God said to Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with
violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth. So,
make yourself an Ark of cypress wood . . . Noah did everything just as God commanded
him. God reveals a future plan to Noah, challenging him to build a future based on divine
words, not current circumstances.

Step-by-Step Obedience: If we truly follow the Lord, it must be done day by day, week by
week, step by step. Noah obeyed "all that God commanded him" regarding the Ark, regardless
of how difficult or strange it seemed.

Hebrews 11:7 says, “By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built
an ark to save his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the
righteousness that is in keeping with faith. Obedience acts as the bridge to salvation, as Noah
is saved through the same judgment that destroys the wicked. Like Noah, believers today are
called to walk in righteousness in a broken world. God provides the plan and the grace; our
duty is obedience. In our world today, judgment that destroys some will save others.

WILL YOU OBEY 6OD?
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Week of June 22 — June 28, 2026

2026 THEME: KINGDOM CITIZENS GROWING IN GRACE, ROOTED AND
GROUNDED IN CHRIST (Colossians 2:6-7 NKJV)

JUNE EMPHASIS: KINGDOM MEN ROOTED AND GROUNDED IN FAITH

THOUGHT: Kingdom men must submit to God's authority, embody responsible leadership,
and exercise dominion over their lives and spheres of influence. They must demonstrate God's
rule in all areas of life, living with integrity, serving others, and acting as a strong, positive
influence for their family and community.

KEY WORDS/PHRASES: Wise Instruction, Discipline, Brotherly Love
LESSON TWENTY- SIX: JOSEPH- MEN OVERCOMING GREAT OBSTACLES

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:
How do you love those who have hated you?
2. “To err 1s human, to forgive is divine” is a proverb by Alexander Pope. When you hear
these words, what comes to mind?
3. How do we demonstrate forgiveness?

TEXT: HEBREWS 11:21-22 and GENESIS 50:15-21
THE HEART OF THE LESSON: LIFE IS FILLED WITH OBSTACLES

INTRODUCTION: Joseph was the second youngest of twelve brothers born to Jacob, who was
called Israel. In Genesis 37:3—4 we read, “Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other
sons, because he had been born to him in his old age; and he made an ornate robe for him. When
his brothers saw that their father loved him more than any of them, they hated him and could not
speak a kind word to him.” The same passage also discusses two dreams Joseph had that angered
his brothers; the dreams indicated his brothers would someday bow to him. Joseph’s brothers also
despised him due to their father’s overt favoritism toward him. Applying animal blood to his
“ornate robe,” they returned home and made Jacob believe his son had been killed by wild
animals. In the meantime, Joseph was taken to Egypt and sold to the captain of the guard,
Potiphar, as a household slave. Joseph was later falsely accused of attempting to rape Potiphar’s
wife and thrown into prison. Later, Pharaoh had a disturbing dream no one could interpret. One of
the servants Joseph had previously helped then suggested to Pharaoh that Joseph could interpret
the dream. Joseph was summoned from prison, and he interpreted Pharaoh’s dream in such a
powerful way that he was appointed second-in-command over Egypt.

[U—

1. KINGDOM MEN AGREE THAT SOVEREIGN GRACE EMPOWERS ABSOLUTE
FORGIVENESS. (VV 15-20)

When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph holds
a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs, we did to him?” But Joseph said
to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? You intended to harm me, but God
intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.
Joseph’s response to his brothers teaches that trusting in God’s sovereign, overruling
purpose—using even evil for good—frees us from the need for vengeance, allowing us to
offer complete forgiveness and grace to those who have wronged us. After Jacob's death, the
brothers fear Joseph will finally retaliate for selling him into slavery. Joseph asks, "Am I in the
place of God?" (v. 19), relinquishing the role of judge and vengeance to the Lord.
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Joseph recognizes that while his brothers intended evil, God actively intended it for good—
specifically, saving lives and preserving a remnant (v. 20).

True reconciliation requires letting go of the need to "even the score," trusting that God's provi-
dence is stronger than man's malice. Romans 8:28 says, “And we know that in all things God
works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his pur-

pose.” (NIV) Forgiveness forces us to surrender our pain, hurt, and disappointment to God,
then we are able to forgive freely and completely.

2. KINGDOM CITIZENS REALIZE THE NECESSITY OF RADICAL FOR-
GIVENESS. (VV 17,21)

“This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers for the sins and
the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.” Now please forgive the sins of the
servants of the God of your father.” When their message came to him, Joseph wept. So
then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured them
and spoke kindly to them.

Joseph, though deeply wronged, chose to forgive his brothers completely and proactively, of-
fering comfort instead of revenge. Family is, often your great joy, yet at times is your greatest
heartache. There is something about doing another person wrong; it seems as if the guilt of
what we have done lingers for a lifetime, even after both God and the person have forgiven us.
Why do you think it’s so difficult for us to forgive ourselves? Why do we struggle to for-
give others?

Like Joseph, we must let go of bitterness, forgiving those who hurt us, so we aren't controlled
by past wrongs, reflecting God's forgiving heart (v. 21: Joseph assures them, "Do not fear. |
will provide for you and your little ones"). Even with forgiveness, there are times when it is
difficult to mend broken relationships. This is true because trust has been damaged; however,
relationships can be restored.

3. KINGDOM CITIZENS ARE ABLE TO SEE GOD’S PLANS THROUGH SUFFER-
ING. (VV 20, 21)

You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being
done, the saving of many lives. So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your
children.” And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them.

Joseph's life—slavery, prison, false accusation—was all part of God's purposeful journey to
save lives, demonstrating a greater perspective beyond immediate pain. Our trials aren't point-
less; God uses difficulties to refine us, teach us, and ultimately bring about His good purposes,
making us more like Christ and saving others. The storyline of Joseph’s life might read, "From
Betrayal to Blessing; God's purpose was set from the beginning and remained intact even when
Joseph didn’t realize it. This passage focuses on two perspectives: That of the brothers, the
mean, hateful, lying brothers, and that of Joseph whose life has been purged through the fire of
adversity and delivered to save lives, not seek revenge.

Even when people intend harm, God is in ultimate control, working His greater plan (v. 20:
"You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done,
the saving of many lives"). Have you experienced something horrible that became a cataly-
sis for where you are today? We must trust that God isn't surprised by our struggles, and He
uses even our enemies’ evil for His redemptive purposes, shaping us like an artist perfecting a
work on an unfinished canvas.
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QUARTER 2: APRIL - MAY - JUNE

2026 THEME: KINGDOM CITIZENS GROWING IN GRACE, ROOTED
AND GROUNDED IN CHRIST (COLOSSIANS 2:6-7)

KINGDOM CITIZENS RECOGNIZING THE BENEFITS OF BEING

GROUNDED
APRIL S FATHER, FORGIVE THEM
APRIL 12 NO LONGER SLAVES TO SIN
APRIL 19 GROWING IN SPIRITUAL NOURISHMENT
APRIL 26 ROOTED IN SPIRITUAL BEHAVIOR

KINGDOM WOMEN ROOTED AND GROUNDED IN FAITH

MAY 3 PHEOBE-WOMEN AS STRONG SPIRITUAL LEADERS

MAY 10 HANNAH-WOMEN COMMITTING OUR CHILDREN TO GOD

MAY 17 JOCHEBED-WOMEN TRUSTING GOD FOR DIVINE PROTECTION
MAY 24  THE OUTPOURING OF THE SPIRIT:GOD’S PROMISE FULFILLED
MAY 31 RAHAB-WOMEN ROOTED IN THEIR FAITH

KINGDOM MEN ROOTED AND GROUNDED IN FAITH

JUNE 7 ABEL-MEN OFFERING THEIR BEST TO GOD
JUNE 14 ENOCH-MEN WALKING CLOSELY WITH GOD
JUNE 21 NOAH-MEN CHOOSING TO OBEY GOD

JUNE 28 JOSEPH-MEN OVERCOMING GREAT OBSTACLES
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